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Editorials 
DENTAL HYGIENISTS SALARIES 


If any good can be said to come from this awful war it is our 
belief that the dental hygienist can look for a better salary schedule 
in the future than that of pre-war days. 


In one city some time ago we took an unsigned survey of the 
wages or salaries of the girls. They ranged from a miserable ten 
dollars a week to a respectable three thousand a year. The average 
salary was around twenty to twenty-five dollars a week. 


Of course the inexperienced dental hygienist with no training 
other than her professional course of one or two years cannot ex- 
pect to earn two or three thousand dollars annually. However, 
with study and application she can better herself so that she can 
undertake a responsible position, one which requires executive ability, 
and commands a really excellent salary. 


This war-time emergency has caused many dental hygienists to 
step into army hospitals with no previous experience and earn almost 
$2000 annually. This is a good salary for beginners and these girls 
are getting splendid experience which will enable them to do good 
work in private practice and institutions after the war. 


But what about these dentists who were paying ten dollars a 
week and expecting a girl to conduct herself as a dignified profes- 
sional woman on that salary? Definitely these men must be educated 
to the economic value of a dental hygienist, and made to realize how 
much a good hygienist can do to raise the professional standards of 
his practice. 

There is no sin in talking dollars and cents to a dentist who is 
hiring a dental hygienist. Any hygienist who will work for ten 
dollars a week is lowering her self respect. She should know she is 
worth more, and so conduct herself that she will convince her em- 
ployer of that fact. 


In many small town practices the dental hygienist acts as recep- 
tionist, bookkeeper, housekeeper, and bill collector, as well as doing 
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the work of a dental hygienist. As a hypothetical case let us suppose 
a dental hygienist gave three prophylactic treatments a day for five 
days a week. To make the case more graphic suppose the dentist 
only charged two dollars a treatment. His fees for the week bring 
in thirty dollars and he has had the services of a competent office 
assistant as well! It seems to me it should be easy to see how much 
more profitable the practice could become, if the dental hygienist 
educates the patients to regular recall, and successfully demonstrates 
the benefits of thorough prophylaxis. 

Our post-war program then must include the education of the 
dental profession to true appreciation of the value of our profession. 
At the same time members of our profession must be ever alert to 
add to their knowledge, talents, and understanding of human nature. 
If we believe our education is completed when we leave school we 
are making a big mistake. Those who attain the really worth while 
positions do so by post-graduate study, reading of worthwhile books, 
and an ever present interest in what’s going on in this world. 


M. O. W. 


SOMETHING NEW HAS BEEN ADDED 


“Something new has been added” and we hope you like our 
Spring Journal. The editorial staff has been going through so many 
changes, we thought it advisable to let you know what’s going on. 

Wartime difficulties of manpower and shortages so hampered 
our printer that it was impossible for him to get the magazine out 
on time, and after some months of indecision we have changed 
printers, and trust that in New York City we may be able to cope 
better with the difficulties. We trust that in the future, we’ll be able 
to greet you promptly at least four times a year and possible have 
extra bulletins, to keep you posted on what’s what in dental hygiene. 

Such a change meant that we lost our Business Manager, Helen 
Smith, who has served us so faithfully for many years. Her strict 
attention to detail, her meticulous care in keeping our mailing lists 
up-to-date, as well as her knowledge of how to deal with our adver- 
tisers, will be sincerely missed, and we take off our editorial hat to 
one who has served well. 

In this issue you'll learn to know Shirley Easley Ellis, our new 
business manager, and Shirley Schultz, our new Chief Reporter; we 
can happily recommend both to you as eager, enthusiastic members. 

Time now, in most states for annual meetings, so see that Shirley 
Schultz gets worthwhile papers, informal accounts of your activities, 
and photographs. Keep Shirley Ellis informed about the changes in 
your address, and the editorial office of the changes in your officers. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Dear A.D.H.A. Members: 


It is Spring—and all things take on new life and color. Such is the effect 
on the Journal Staff, that in this Spring issue, we trust you will detect new 
life and vigor. 


Our former printer was called to the Colors, and for several months we 
have received our Journals very late. Mrs. Helen Smith, our business manager, 
has done a splendid job of maintaining the high standards of our official mouth- 
piece, which has been given a place among the best professional Journals in the 
country. We have every right to be proud of the record which has been estab- 
lished. Mrs. Smith has completed nearly ten years’ service, and we extend our 
gratitude for her unselfish and generous devotion to the task. 


We are to announce that our new Business Manager is Mrs. Shirley Ellis of 
White Plains, New York. Mrs. Ellis comes to us with a background of ex- 
perience gained from her association with the New York State Journal. Mrs. 
Shirley Schultz of New York City will be our new Chief Reporter, and she 
will be looking to each and every one of you to “aid and abet” the “ladies of the 
press.” We will publish a list of Reporters in a subsequent issue. In the midst 
of all these changes, our Editor remains constant. We have all felt the charm 
of her bright personality through her editorials and we are delighted to know 
that she will continue in this capacity. In the peaceful atmosphere of a lovely 
new home, she should be able to write even more inspired pages. 


It is Spring—and I have completed just one half of my year as your Presi- 
dent. So many problems face our beloved profession, which demand the 
individual and united efforts of each and every graduate Dental Hygienist. 
Whether practicing currently or not, we must present a united front—a deter- 
mined effort, in order to impress these forces which would so lightly tear down 
what has been so painstakingly built up over the years. 


It jarred our smug feeling of security two years ago, when one of the 
States let down the bars, and allowed any assistant who had worked in a Dental 
office two years, to take the examination for Dental Hygienist. We vowed then, 
that this must never happen again. But it may be multiplied by many States 
after War, if we are not eternally vigilant. Now, at this very moment, WACs, 
WAVES, and civilian assistants are being “shown how” to clean teeth in some 
of the Armed Service Dental units, without consideration of educational back- 
ground or adaptibility, and they are being called Dental Hygienists as well. Many 
service men are being treated by these so-called Hygienists to their sorrow, and 
unfortunately may not know the difference between the Trainee and the Graduate. 


Your National organization is taking positive steps to see— 


1. That these trainees, now being called Dental Hygienists in the service, 
do not come back to civilian life and attempt to practice without completing a 
prescribed course of training, in an authorized school. 


2. That State legislative bodies are forewarned and informed, so that they 
will not be inclined to let down the bars because these trainees are veterans, and 
served their Country for possibly several years. 


To these ends we formulated and sent out the “Statement of Policy” with 
which you are familiar by now, and which you will find in your War Service 
Committee report. For present betterments, we are attempting reclassification 
under Civil Service to protect the graduate Dental Hygienist as to name and 
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salary. Other benefits have been named in the Statement, and we hope to have 
positive news for you in the near future. 

We have contacted Congressional representatives again, concerning the pos- 
sibility of becoming a part of the Army. Your Officers and Committees are 
proving again that no expenditure of time, energy or effort is too great, in behalf 
of the members of the American Dental Hygienist Association. Will you do 
as much for your organization by pledging your active membership—the moral 
support of your person and your dues—for the preservation and security of the 
privileges which your profession has just begun to fully enjoy, and which we can 
never, never afford to lose. CAN WE DEPEND ON YOU? 


IsABELL KENDRICK, President 


SHIRLEY EASLEY ELLIS 


The attractive photograph is that of Shirley E. Ellis, your new business 
manager. I have had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Ellis, and know her to be 
charming, full of vitality and with a tremendous capacity for work. I wanted 
to know more so wrote her, and she tells us the following facts about herself : 


Born a wintry day of 1914 in that metropolis so much under discussion 
because it has been discovered that a tree grows there, namely Brooklyn. The 
daughter of a dentist, she grew up on the north shore of Long Island, and in 
Southern California. In 1931 Mrs. Ellis was graduated from Columbia’s School 
of Oral Hygiene, and worked the first year in the Dental Clinic of the New York 
Life Insurance Co. Then some time was spent at William and Mary College 
in Williamsburg, Virginia. For seven years Shirley worked for a Wall Street 
dentist, and came to the White Plains public schools in 1940. She keeps busy 
and happy. Her marriage in 1939 is pronounced a big success, and in her “spare 
time” she studies at New York University, where she is working on the last lap 
of a B. S. degree. Her hobbies are writing and reading poetry, ice skating and 
salt water sports. 


M. O. W. 


\ 
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HELEN ADAMS AT FORT MacPHERSON, GA. 


A soldier once made the remark as he sat in my dental chair, “If a guy 
ever needed a friend, he needs one when he’s in the dental chair.” So, if I ever 
needed a friend I need one as | attempt to do as our President, Isabell, asked me 
to do, to write a “quickie” on the activities at Fort MacPherson, Georgia. 

Fort McPherson is located about eight miles from the city of Atlanta and 
is one of the oldest forts in existence in the South. We think it is very ex- 
clusive as our buildings are all brick, and “Officers’ Row” is beautiful with row 
after row of big red brick houses, the grounds all kept beautifully. The occu- 
pants, of course, are our nation’s very best. In this emergency it doesn’t present 
the quaint appearance it did before the war, for it has been built up in every 
available space, and is so thickly populated that one wouldn’t recognize it as the 
old, aristocratic Post we once had. However, it is still outstanding with the 
dogwood trees now in bloom, and at this time of the year is a beautiful spot. 


U. S. Army Signal Corps 


Each of you (I don’t dare say “You All”) has probably read or heard of our 
“Uncle Remus” (Joel Chandler Harris) famous for stories of the South. He 
once told a story to a little girl about a rabbit climbing a tree. “But rabbits can’t 
climb trees,” said the little girl. “But,” said Uncle Remus, “this here rabbit 
clumb a tree, ’cause old wolf, she was atter him and he jus’ natcherally had to 
climb a tree!” Well, I just naturally have to work harder than it seems physi- 
cally possible to give all of our boys appointments. 

In one respect, my practice of dental hygiene is the same as yours in civilian 
practice and that is the equipment. We have the newest and best of everything 
from a brand new chair and unit down to scalers (when we can get them). One 
valuable aid that I’ve had (he’s now been transferred) is listed in the table of 
organization as a dental assistant, private first class, and he certainly was first 
class. He took a lot of drudgery out of my life by assisting, cleaning up my 
office and making my appointments. Actually it enabled me to work with tra- 
ditional army efficiency and to practice my profession rather than spending half 
my time in dull routine tasks. However, that is of minor importance, the para- 
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mount thing in the hygienist’s life is the patient, and here is where my work 
differs from that of civilian practice. I’ll try to describe a number of different 
types with which I come in contact and who have made my days very interesting. 
There are the fellows who have never stuck their heads far enough out of the 
woods to see a dentist. Some people contemptuously refer to these gentlemen as 
hill billies, we know them as fine lads whom God has spared the dubious dis- 
tinction of contact with civilization. Most of them have dirtier mouths than you 
have ever seen, and after I have cleaned the mouths of these boys (for this isn’t 
prophylaxis) I feel an inner glow of satisfaction which comes only to those who 
know that they have performed a good service to their fellow man. The grati- 
tude that these men show is ample compensation for the labor involved in tearing 
the twenty to twenty-five years accumulation of calculus, debris, and food from 
their teeth. These encounters with the gentlemen from the country have not 
been entirely without good natured humor. I recall one who had never seen a 
dental chair before, and when I told him to spit, he jumped up, opened the win- 
dow, and did he “spit.” Then another boy told me I had made him look and 
feel so much better, he was going to buy me a bottle of beer, and tell all of his 
friends about me so they too could come to the clinic and get their teeth cleaned. 
I begged him to buy a tooth brush with the beer money, and to let his friends 
come in as called on. 

Once a month, at the request of our Chief Officer, I have lectured to different 
groups of boys on “Home Care of the Mouth” and the early recognition of 
Vincents. These lectures are given all over the Post, and fortunately for me, 
to different groups each time which enables me to use my same talk each time. 
The boys give me wonderful attention and I usually have a discussion afterwards 
trying to answer the questions as they are fired at me. 

Since I have been here at Fort McPherson, I have worked harder than ever 
before in my life, but I wouldn’t swap places with any girl in civilian practice, 
even though their income is much more than mine. These boys just appeal to 
me and I sometimes believe I appeal to them. They call me “Miss” Adams, tell 
me their secrets and love affairs and I am overstocked with photographs. I hear 
frequently from some of the “Moms” of the boys, receiving little remembrances 
from them for some kindness they seem to think I’ve shown their boy. I have 
so many letters from my boys “over there” I can’t attempt to keep up with them. 

Up to this time, I have taught seven boys how to scale and polish teeth— 
boys that have gone over seas, and are now doing the work there in the field and 
some in hospitals. Three of these boys were outstanding, the others never did 
get it, but merely thought they did. I have had letters from them, and all say 
they are giving “prophys” somewhere over there. 

This, girls, is only a resumé of my work. May I add a favorite of mine: 

“’Tain’t what we do, but how we do it, 
That makes this life worth goin’ through it.” 
HELEN W. Apams, D.H. 
Fort McPherson, Ga. 


* 


* 


GUGGENHEIM DISCONTINUES TRAINING SCHOOL 


It has been announced that with the close of this academic year the Guggen- 
heim School in New York City will no longer accept student hygienists for 
training. The Guggenheim Clinic with which the school was closely affiliated 
will continue its work and will employ graduate dental hygienists. 
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ADVICE ON ORTHODONTIC NEEDS 
J. A. Satzmann, D.D.S.,* New York, N. Y. 


What the dental hygienist should tell parents about the orthodontic needs 
of their children is not easy to define in view of the fact that orthodontics is in 
a constant state of flux and orthodontic opinion is undergoing rapid change. 
Furthermore, hygienists and even some dentists frequently advise parents by 
rule of thumb, otten making a telephone diagnosis as to what the patient needs. 
This is an unfortunate situation not only for the patient but also for the dentist 
and hygienist. On the other hand, the hygienist has been an important factor 
in increasing the demand for dental care by school children. 

Without any intention to detract from the valuable work of the dental hygien- 
ist as a factor in child dental health, it can be well understood that with limited 
personnel and with the failure of some states to license dental hygienists, chil- 
dren’s dentistry would not have attained its present status without the aid of 
school health personnel. School health workers have done more to get children 
into the dental office in the past 10 years than dentists, dental hygienists and 
mothers have ever been able to accomplish. The school health worker who sets a 
mode for a group of children to follow helps to condition these youngsters to 
regard dental care as part of their ordinary needs. At present, it is the rare 
child who is so afraid of the dentist that any extraordinary effort is required 
to get him to the dental office. It would not be at all surprising if the chi.d who 
today has intense fear of the dentist is one who is subnormal in general physical 
health if not also in intelligence. 

To return to orthodontic advice, orthodontists are finding more and more 
physicians refer children to them for treatment although these patients have 
been under constant dental supervision for years. With the general interest and 
awareness in health matters on the part of mothers and the public in general, the 
dentist and the dental hygienist can not afford to ignore the orthodontic needs 
of children or to give only cursory attention to these needs. The parent may 
well stop to consider the reliability of the dentist or the hygienist who sees only 
the cavities in the teeth of their child without taking into consideration also the 
development of the occlusion of the teeth especially in relation to the develop- 
ment of the face. 

The question one most frequently hears is: “At what age should a child 
receive orthodontic treatment?” This has in the past received much considera- 
tion by orthodontists and may now be said to have reached a definitive status 
because of the general understanding of the relationship of development and 
growth to the orthodontic problem. Orthodontic treatment does not depend on 
the age of the patient but rather on the presence of a condition which would 
interfere with the continued normal development and function of the dentition 
of the child. 

The presence of tooth distribution in a child which is not usually seen in 
children at’ that particular age and stage of development can be regarded as a 
sign of abnormal dental development. It is of utmost importance, therefore, 
for the dental hygienist to be well versed in the average ages of children when 
eruption takes place, as well as the pattern and sequence of tooth eruption. The 


*J. A. Salzmann is an outstanding figure in the dental profession. A graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania he has been active both in Pennsylvania and New York scientific societies as well as 
national groups. His most recent book Principles of Orthodontics is published by J. B. Lippincott, 
Philadelphia. Two earlier books Principles and Practices of Public Health Dentistry and Manual for 
Dental Technicians established his reputation as an authority in various fields of dentistry. Dr. Salzmann 
is the editor of the New York Journal of Dentistry, and practices orthodontia in New York City. 

+ Fortunately, dental hygienists are an important part of “School Health Personnel.’”—Ed. 
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dental hygienist should always remember, however, that “averages” can not be 
expected to apply exactly to the individual child. 

In order for a dental hygienist to avail herself of averages as diagnostic 
measures of normality, she should regard the pattern of tooth development in 
time and space. In other words, she must not only have a good conception of 
the ages at which teeth erupt, the sequence of tooth eruption but also the relative 
relationship of the teeth and dental arches to each other during the eruption period. 

Gross malocclusions in the young child are usually progressive. Early treat- 
ment of such malocclusion is conducive to better esthetic and functional results. 
By gross malocclusions we mean where there is definite malgrowth or malrela- 
tionship of the dental arches. lor example, where there is a prognathic relation- 
ship of the lower jaw or conversely where the mandible shows decided lack of 
development. 


In the young child, when erupted teeth are coming in occlusion, especially 
in the incisor region, they may appear to be and they frequently are in malocclu- 
sion. Such cases should be followed up by the dentist or orthodontist in order 
to determine definitely whether the child’s teeth are actually in abnormal occlusion 
or whether the apparent abnormality is merely a phase of growth which will 
disappear as the dentition develops and the teeth finally come into normal occlusion. 

It should be remembered also that correction of malocclusion at an early 
age does not obviate development of malocclusion at a later age. Malocclusion 
during the early active growth period can be corrected only to the stage of normal 
development for a given age. During the later growth period, when more of the 
permanent teeth erupt, malocclusion may again manifest itself and additional 
orthodontic treatment may again become necessary. If treatment is started at 
an early age and the malocclusion present in the child’s mouth is corrected before 
all of the permanent teeth are erupted and jaw growth is completed, the patient 
should be kept under close observation until the permanent dentition is completely 
erupted and active jaw growth period is practically ended. 

Indications for early or immediate treatment include the elimination of habits 
which interfere with normal dental development. Habits which are concerned 
with the dentofacial zone are frequently of psychosomatic origin, in other words, 
they may have mental and general physical entailments, and must be dealt with 
as such in order to be successfully eliminated. 

“Will my baby have crooked teeth if she continues to suck her thumb?” is 
a question frequently heard. The best answer the dental hygienist can give is, 
“Yes, if she continues to practice this habit, especially when her permanent teeth 
are erupting.” 

It is true that many children who have sucked their thumbs never showed 
malocclusion. Others have been reported to show self-correction of malocclusion 
when the habit was stopped. The fact remains that, as is true of almost every 
statement and rule pertaining to living beings, categoric laws cannot be made to 
fit every case. We can speak of usual or average occurrences only. Speaking 
then from the standpoint of averages, we would say that the child who persists 
in habitual thumb or finger sucking, lip and cheek sucking or biting, will very 
likely show the effects of this habit on his dentition. 

Self-correction of malocclusion of the teeth due to habits involving the 
dentofacial zone have been reported by a number of investigators. However, 
self-correction is not the rule when habits are practiced over long periods of 
time. In labial relationship of the mandibular incisors when the maxillae shows 
lack of development, where the tongue is fairly large and is kept at rest deep 
in the mandibular space, self-correction is not to be expected. Where the lower 
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lip is kept against the lingual surface of the maxillary incisors when the mouth 
is closed and where the child is a mouth breather, self-correction will as a rule 
not take place. 

It should be kept in mind that habits themselves are not the factors that 
determine the degree of malformation. This depends on the response of the 
child. A child in good general health, whose calcium-phosphorus ratio is normal 
and whose vitamin, mineral and caloric intake is correct will not show the 
aggravated conditions resulting from dentofacial habits that frequently are seen 
in the undernourished or endocrine deficient child. 

Among the conditions on which immediate treatment should be advised are 
what are known as cross-bite and open-bite of the anterior or posterior teeth. 
The longer these conditions are allowed to develop and to exist, the harder will 
it be to eliminate them. Treatment should be instituted when the roots of the 
deciduous teeth are fully developed and before resorption is well under way, if 
the patient is to be benefited. 

Parents of children who have a medical history of highly emotional states, 
and other disturbances of general health which would interfere with sustained 
orthodontic treatment, should be advised accordingly. Before orthodontic treat- 
ment is undertaken, the parent should be advised to have corrected such condi- 
tions as rampant caries, oral sepsis, nasal obstruction, hypertrophied and diseased 
tonsils and adenoids, especially in mouth breathers. 


x * 


A NOTE ON A CHROMOGENIC MICROORGANISM ISOLATED 
FROM AN ORANGE COLORED DEPOSIT ADHERING TO TEETH* 


Henry A. Bartets, D.D.S., New York 


A patient has been visiting my office semiannually for the past few years for oral 
examinations. She is about 35 years old and particularly careful of her mouth hygiene. 
No visible calculus is observed and the gingiva has a healthy character tone and appearance. 
However, on the labial surface of the mandibular incisors, cervical region there occurs a 
yellowish-orange deposit. This deposit extends mesially and distally on the tooth bordering 
the interproximal papillae. No other teeth are involved. 

The deposit in contrast to that of green stain, is readily removed from the tooth with 
a scaler and brush. It appears granular and is orange-yellow in color. Following its removal 
it again appears within a period of weeks to several months. 

Under as sterile precautions as possible, some of the material was removed on a sterile 
scaler and innoculatéed on blood agar and Sabourauds medium. After several days’ incuba- 
tion, small, round, slightly raised colonies, some yellow, others orange in color developed 
on the blood medium together with some colonies of the Streptococcus viridans. These 
colonies were separated and pure cultures obtained of organisms, one of which grew with 
orange pigment and the other grew with yellow pigment. Both cultures were studied further. 

Morphology—Stained by Gram’s method, both microorganisms were found to be Gram 
negative pleomorphic bacilli, which possessed neither capsules nor spores. Both bacilli were 
found to be motile. 

Cultural Characteristics—Grow.h developed readily on all simple media and also at 
room temperature (30°C). No growth was obtained anaerobically. 

Extract Broth—A slight cloudy growth developed within twenty-four hours which soon 
was followed by the formation of a pellicle. 

Litmus Milk—Slight alkalization of the milk occurred. No clotting was evident during 
a period of two weeks incubation. 

Gelatin—Liquefaction of the gelatin occurred after a period of ten days. 

Potato Slant—Growth appeared within several days. 

Carbohydrates—No fermentation was noted in Andrades peptone water containing either 
glucose, lactose, maltose, saccharose, a mannitol, xylose, or arabinose. Fermentation tests 
were observed for two weeks. 


* From a reprint from the American Journal of Orthodontics and Oral Surgery—August, 1939. 
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Indol—No indol was formed. 

Animal tests—Injection of suspensions of the organisms into the peritoneal cavity of 
mice and guinea pigs caused no observable symptom. The incisors of the animals were 
rubbed with loopfuls of the organisms but no chromogenic deposit developed during a period 
of one month, 

Identification—Bergy’s Manual of Determinative Bacteriology was consulted in an at- 
tempt to identify the organisms. These organisms belong apparently to the Genus Flavo- 
bacterium and closely approach in characteristic, the Flavo bacterium lutescens. This bacillus 
is listed as nonmotile. Its habitat is water and it is a saprophyte. 

Evidently the patient has some local environmental factor which make the mandibular 
anterior teeth a favorable site for the proliferation of these organisms. Deposits not found 
on any other member of the family, although their diet is similar. Just what factors favor 
their growth in some mouths and not in others is still unknown, 


Remarks to a Fellow Creature Imprisoned on a Hanging Drop Slide 
(Respectfully dedicated to Dr. Bartels, my first guide through the perils of bacteriology) 


Against this shaft I'll press my eye 
To study, penetrate and spy 

Upon your microcosmic crush 
Resembling a subway rush. 


My purposes may seem as odd 

As though I, too, were but a rod 
(Aerobic, spore-forming, gram-positive, 
Non-pathogenic, heat resistive). 


When light refracts and shines straight through you 
It seems there’s really nothing to you, 

Except a sudden halting start, 

A pivot, push and aimless dart. 


Spread me open; transfix you with stain— 
We'll never be the same again 
(With gaily tinted different parts 
You'd think they’d grasp our hidden arts) ; 


Spores visible, inclusion bodies, and flagellae 
Slices of brain or bone lamellae; 

But now the secret’s more elusive 

Since life is never so conclusive. 


Come, look up, Bug, and study me 
While we're both in a state of motility! 


x 


JUNIOR MEMBERS 


A great day is dawning for you as future Dental Hygienists! All recent 
military reports show the great need for Dental Health Education and this, more 
than anything else will awaken the public to the importance of your profession. 
Now is the time for us to unite stronger than ever so that when the time comes 
for you to be active members in your State and National Associations you will 
offer a solid front for worthwhile legislation; and only by 100 per cent mem- 
bership can we attain this goal. 


Grace GoopcHILp, Chairman, Junior Membership. 


12 
S.E.E, 
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COUNTRY-WIDE ACTIVITIES 
REPORTED BY STATES’ DELEGATES 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Our activities this past year have not been many but they have been interest- 
ing and satisfying. As our delegate has told you we now have two separate State 
Associations in California. Our two principal reasons for this move were that 
we are so far apart geographically and that both the Dental and the Dental As- 
sistant Associations are separated. All of us are very happy and pleased about 
this move for we feel that we will be able to serve the National Association and 
our own State ones much better and more efficiently. 

We are now holding regular meetings every other month and Executive 
Council meetings during the intervening months. Most of the business is handled 
by the Executive Council and is reported to the members at our regular meetings 
or via “The News Letter” which is not new but which died from neglect years 
ago. We dragged it out, dusted it off, and under the excellent guidance of Mildred 
Neal Peterson, its come-back has been met by the hearty approval of everyone. 

Our biggest problem, at present, is that of not having enough dental 
hygienists to meet the demand for them. Added to that is the very serious situa- 
tion of no student hygienists which is existing at the University of California 
Dental College. If any of you are having to cope with the same problem, won’t 
you write to us; and if we can’t solve it, we can at least cry on each other’s 
shoulders? 

And, now, again, may we extend our sincere hopes and best wishes for a 
most successful meeting? 

JEANNETTE BEESON, President 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Our activities of the past year have been few, but we think these have 
been quite successful. The first and most important step was the dividing of the 
Northern and the Southern groups. We are now two complete separate groups 
known as the Northern California State Dental Hygienists Association and the 
Southern California State Dental Hygienists Association, and due to this division 
delegates will alternate each year. This year being represented by the South. 

One new phase of our association was the organization of a registry com- 
mittee to keep a list of names of dentists desiring hygienists and also to have a 
list of hygienists who desire a change of position or want extra part time work. 

We then conducted a survey to find out the average incomes, hours of work, 
and fields of practice of the hygienists in Southern California. The survey turned 
out quite successfully. 

Our annual state meeting was held in September at the Ambassador Hotel 
in Los Angeles, California. Our speaker was Dr. Minnie S. Proctor. Her sub- 
ject was: “New Fall Styles in Preventative Dentistry”. At this meeting Dr. Proc- 
tor was made an honorary member of our association. 

We the Southern California State Dental Hygienists pledge our future and 
untiring cooperation to the American Dental Hygienists Association. 


Maxine V. BEEKLY. 
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CONNECTICUT 


The twenty-ninth annual meeting of the Connecticut State Dental Hygienist’s 
Association was held Friday, May 7, at the Heublien Hotel in Hartford. Average 
attendance for all sessions of the convention was approximately 60 members. 

The program included : 

10:00 Business meetings. 

11:00 Address on subject “The Elimination of Harmful Bacteria in Dental 
Routine” by Miss Mary Crowley, Instructor of Dental Bacteriology at 
the University of Michigan. 

12:30 Annual Luncheon. 

2:00 Address on subject “Present Day Nutrition’, presented by Miss Martha 
Potgieter, Associate Professor of Home Economics at the University 
of Connecticut. 

3:00 Second Business meeting and election of officers. 

In response to a request from the National Association for an exhibit to be 
sent to the House of Delegates’ meeting in Cincinnati, it was voted that the Con- 
necticut Association send a shadow box exhibit which had been assembled by 
some of the association members in conjunction with the Bridgeport Board oi 
Health. 

Due to restrictions on transportation and hotel facilities, the 1943 convention 
program was condensed to allow a one-day meeting rather than a two-day con- 
vention as has been the custom. 


Laura W. Peck, Delegate. 
DELAWARE 


There are now twenty dental hygienists actively employed in Delaware. Of 
this number, 12 are in private office and 8 in public health work. Every field is 
understaffed because of the present shortage of dental hygienists. 

You will note that we are not as yet, 100 per cent paid up membership in 
the American Dental Hygienists’ Association. This is accounted for in two ways. 
First, the rapid turnover of dental hygienists meaning that we have lost several 
old members and the new ones coming in have not yet joined our association. 
Second, we have been meeting only once every two months and this has caused 
a lapse of interest. 

We have no state meeting but avail ourselves of the opportunity to attend 
those in Pennsylvania and Washington, D. C. Each spring we do have a large 
dinner meeting to which we invite the dentists and dental assistants. Last year 
we were fortunate in having Miss J. Ernestine Becker, assistant to Dr. E. V. 
McCollum at Johns Hopkins and so added the State Dietetic Association to our 
list of guests. All public health dental hygienists attend the bi-monthly staff 
meetings conducted by the State Board of Health. These are of outstanding 
interest since they are all day meetings devoted to current public health problems. 

You may be interested to know that of our membership, three have gone 
to work in vital defense areas, three are in the armed forces. One is married 
to a dentist and is living where he is stationed. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


In the period since the last meeting of the American Dental Hygienists’ As- 
sociation this component society has been pre-occupied with War Effort activities, 
hence usual projects have been either curtailed or entirely abolished. However, 
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in December, 1941, we held a game party to raise funds for our treasury. Each 
member was financially responsible for two tables of four people at fifty cents 
a person and a prize for each table. All manner of games were played and the 
party was a success both socially and financially. 

During 1942 we had several interesting speakers address the society. We 
were invited to send a representative to the meetings of the committee on Dental 
Health of the Council of Social Agencies. The children of St. John’s Orphanage ~ 
were given periodic prophylaxis treatments in the offices of several of our mem- 
bers, free of charge. Our members, as a group, took the Red Cross First Aid 
course. 

At the present time our membership is active in the following War Effort 
activities: bond purchases, blood bank donations, first aid instructors, nurses aids, 
American Women’s Voluntary Services, junior hostesses at the Stage Door Can- 
teen, entertainment for servicemen on radio and at hospitals. 

Sopuie Gurevicu, Delegate. 


GEORGIA 


The Georgia State Hygienists’ activities for the years 42 and ’43 have been 
both active and rugged. 

The members in Atlanta have a study club, meeting on the first Monday 
in each month excepting June, July and August. Frequently the girls entertain, 
the group in their various homes. We have been most fortunate in securing 
Atlanta’s very best talent in these meetings, and the enthusiasm and attendance 
at each meeting is encouraging. 

On December 28th, 1943, the legislative committee met to discuss an amend- 
ment to our dental hygienist law, changing our present law very little, but adding 
an amendment that a girl would be required to have at least one year of training 
in an accredited school of oral hygiene, with a diploma, before making applica- 
tion to the Examining Board for an examination and practice her profession under 
the supervision of a dentist. We called a meeting of our board, and also our 
advisors, and they all agreed that the thing to do was to employ an attorney to 
draw up the law, and then have it presented before the legislature, which was 
soon to convene. We did not anticipate any objection whatsoever, really think- 
ing we would be commended for taking this step. The uproar and antagonism 
this caused will certainly go down in history in our association. Our amend- 
ment passed unanimously through the House of Representatives, and we were 
much encouraged, but when it was presented to the Senate, it was killed and 
our old law still stands. 

The Legislative committee and our advisors feel that everything, as far 
as we know, that could be done honorably, was done to effect the passage of 
this bill. We realized, however, that we were not the shrewd politicians our 
objectors were. However, in 1945, when the next legislature meets, we will again 
present our bill. 

The 16th annual meeting of the Georgia Dental Hygienists’ Association, met 
at the Henry Grady Hotel, May 16 through 18th, with a large attendance. 

The following speakers were on our program: 

1. Captain L. G. Bergman 3. Major J. N. Striblin 
Warner Robins Field ; Warner Robins Field 
Warner Robins, Georgia Warner Robins, Georgia 
2. Dr. L. Pierce Anthony 4. Dr. Sterling V. Mead 
Chicago, Illinois Washington, D. C. 
Four clinics were presented: (1) Prophylaxis in Private Practice, (2) Diet, 
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(3) Children’s Prophylaxis, (4) The Hygienist as Aid to Business Office Routine. 

A prize was offered for the best clinic, and the judges, after deliberating, 
gave the prize to Ann Ragsdale. Her clinic was really wonderfully organized and 
presented. It was “Children’s Prophylaxis.” 

Realizing the importance of the meeting of the House of Delegates in Cin- 
cinnati, October 10th to 13th, our association voted Ann Ragsdale as delegate and 
Helen Adams as alternate. The election of officers for ensuing year resulted: 

President, Sara Arnold 

Pres.-elect, Evelyn Gladden 

lst Vice Pres., Lelia Oliver 

2nd Vice Pres., Ann Ragsdale 

3rd Vice Pres., Mrs. H. C. Hardin 
Treasurer, Mary Kline 

Secretary, June Moss 

At our annual luncheon we were addressed by Chaplain George J. Zentgraf, 
a full Colonel in the Army. Chaplain Zentgraf’s talk was most inspiring, a 
musical program was enjoyed, and this luncheon was well represented by the 
Hygienist and Assistants Association with several dentists present. 

I feel this report isn’t complete, without adding our very great appreciation 
and thanks to one of our able and most prominent dentists, one of our advisors, 
and one of our most loyal friends—Dr. Frank Lamons, who has given so gener- 
ously of his time to assist us in having a real organization, an organization that 
will add credit to the dental profession. I only hope that each Dental Hygienists 
Association, has a Dr. Lamons among them. 
Heten W. Apans, Delegate. 


ILLINOIS 


At the October meeting the legislative committee reported that on October 
20th the Chicago Dental Society was going to hold a meeting at the Palmer House 
for the purpose of discussing the question, “Shall the Dental Hygienist be 
Licensed in Illinois?” Dr. Russell Tench of New York City taking the nega- 
tive and Dr. George Siewert of Milwaukee the affirmative. 

Once again our hopes rose that the law might be passed in Illinois, Our 
Association received letters from dentists assuring us of their support. Letters 
were received from Illinois dentists as well as dentists from New York. 

On October 20th several members of our Association went to the Palmer 
House to attend the meeting, but we were not permitted to sit in on the session. 
Here-to-fore we have had the privilege of attending their meetings. We quietly 
stepped aside and remained in the foyer until the close of the meeting. Later we 
were informed that a heated discussion took place. 

In November Dr. Siewert’s paper regarding the value of the Dental Hygienist 
was published in the Fortnightly Review, and in December Dr. Tench’s paper 
appeared taking the negative issue. In this same issue of the journal, ballots 
were submitted. The final tabulation was eighty in favor and over three hundred 
against licensing hygienists. It was reported that only four per cent of the 
members of the Chicago Dental Society voted on the bill. 

October certainly was a sad month for us. We also learned the sad news of 
the death of Margaret Miller, one of our past presidents, who was employed 
at Camp Grant in Rockford, Illinois. 

At our monthly meeting we invited Captain Adams of the United States 
General Dispensary in Chicago to speak to us on “The Dental Hygienist in the 
Army.” It was interesting as well as enlightening to know that the Hygienist has 
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a definite place in the Army. Following this meeting, we served refreshments as 
we had also invited the student hygienists from Northwestern. 
In November we saw the film, “Keys to Health and Happiness” presented 
by the Dental Hygiene Institute, and at our December meeting had a film on 
radiology presented by Dr. Paul Wells. 
Our January meeting was devoted to making arrangements for the Mid- _ 
Winter meeting of the Chicago Dental Society. After the stand the Society took 
we were very much surprised to be invited to participate, and to be provided 
with a meeting room. Because of the feeling we agreed not to give the table 
clinics as we have done in the past. We voted to use the exhibit that the Ameri- 
can Dental Hygienists’ Association had planned to use last August. Due to food 
shortages it was voted to have only one social function—a luncheon. The Junior 
members from Northwestern presented table clinics continuously during the meet- 
ing. Their clinics were: gold inlay technic, radiology, public school work, and 
instrumentation. 
At our meeting in February we had a lengthy discussion regarding our 
association and its future. We were all feeling quite discouraged about this time 
because of the stand taken by the Chicago Dental Society. Our active member- 
ship had dwindled to a mere handful, since many of our girls are Civil Service 
Employees in the Army. In view of the fact that we have struggled for years 
to build up the Association and to pass a law licensing hygienists, it was voted 
unanimously that we should not disband. 
Therefore, we elected the following new officers: 
President Mary Dite 
Vice President Mareen Olson 
Secretary Mary Jane Sulser 
Treasurer Frances Dorsey 
Board Members Cecelia Adelman, Ruth Kupfer 

At a meeting of the board of directors, it was decided that since we have so 


few active members in our association that we hold our meetings every other 
month. 


Evetyn Maas, Delegate. 
IOWA 


Since the lowa membership is small and widely scattered, an annual meeting 
has had to be sufficient to carry on the activities, although the members in Des 
Moines gather occasionally throughout the year for informal meetings. 


The chief business of the 1942 meeting was the adoption of a new constitu- 
tion which made the organization a component members of the A. D. H. A. The 
election of officers resulted in the following :—President, Angeline Mamer, Dav- 
enport ; Vice President, Esther McIntyre, Des Moines, Secretary-Treasurer, Edith 
F, Johnson, Des Moines. These officers were re-elected at the 1943 meeting. 


The meetings are held annually at the Hotel Fort Des Moines in the first 
week in May. Speakers at the 1942 meeting were Dr. A. Paul Atkins, who ex- 
plained his theory of the control of caries through the reduction of bacteria 
count in the mouth, and Mrs. Mary O. Wilhelm, Editor of the A. D. H. A. Jour- 
nal. At this meeting the membership voted to buy a war bond. 

At the 1943 meeting the luncheon speaker was Dr. Lee Harker of Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, whose subject was “Dental Hygiene, and Its Relative Position in 


the Field of Dentistry.” Both dentists and dental hygienists heard Dr. Harker 
and the response was gratifying. 
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In conjunction with the general clinics of the Iowa Dental Association the 
girls presented the following clinics :— 
Des Moines Public Schools Marjorie Thornton, Lillie Schmitt 
Prophylaxis Esther McIntyre 
The Dental Hygienist in Oral Surgery. Edith F. Johnson 
Copperplating Dies Angeline Mamer Tavegia 
Three of our eleven members are in Government service. Marjorie Brands- 
berg is at the Station Hospital, Fort Riley, Kansas, and would like to hear from 
her friends. Mary Wright and Lillie Schmitt are in the WAVES and located 
at the Naval Hospital in San Diego, California. 
Our President, Angeline Mamer has changed her name to Tavegia, but will 
keep her present position in Davenport. 


Mary Owen WILHELM, Delegate. 


KANSAS 


The annual meeting of the Kansas State Dental Hygienists’ Association was 
held in May, 1943 at the Continental Hotel, Kansas City, Mo., in conjunction 
with the Bi-State (Missouri-Kansas) meeting of the Dental Assistants Associa- 
tion. The meeting of the K. S. D. H. Association did not include a scientific 
session. Reports were read and officers elected. The members unanimously 
voted an approval of the meeting of the Board of Trustees and House of Dele- 
gates of the American Dental Hygienists Assn., tentatively scheduled for October, 
1943. 

As delegate from Kansas I have been instructed to ask the following: 

What is the status of registered (not graduates) hygienists? It was under- 
stood that such members could belong to the state and national associations only 
if they were charter members of our State Association. Furthermore, that, if 
they let their dues lapse, they could not be reinstated. 

Can former members, now employed in other states or in military service, 
pay dues in Kansas and retain their membership in the national organization or 
are dues acceptable directly by the American Dental Hygienists Association ? 

The Kansas State Dental Hygienists’ Association extends best wishes for a 
successful meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, October 10-13 and continued success to 
the American Dental Hygienists’ Association. 

Evetyn Hannon, Delegate. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


One of the educational milestones in the Massachusetts Dental Hygienists’ 
Association this year was the recognition given Forsyth graduates by the Boston 
University School of Education. Those who satisfactorily complete their training 
as dental hygienists are given a maximum of thirty semester hours or the equiva- 
lent of one college year toward the degree of Bachelor of Science in Education. 
Several members have already availed themselves of this opportunity. 

The state dental convention which was planned for last spring was cancelled 
upon request of the government. This was a disappointment but we did have a 
highly successful annual meeting at Forsyth. After the election of officers and 
other business, the members, junior members and many other guests were en- 
tertained by the colored movie depicting the routine of all the departments of the 
Forsyth Dental Infirmary. Candlelight, flowers, and soft music made the tea 
delightful. 

Our honor roll of members who are in the various branches of the service 
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is displayed at each district meeting and letter writing is encouraged. Approxi- 
mately twenty-five dental hygienists from Massachusetts are now in the service. 

This fall our organization has purchased a $100 War Bond. 

There are at present 226 regular and 3 corresponding members in the Massa- 
chusetts Dental Hygienists’ Association. The students at Forsyth have again 
joined 100 per cent. 

Dortna DE R. WetzeEL, Delegate. 


MICHIGAN 


At the present time our society consists of forty-two paid-up members and 
an extensive membership drive is now in progress and we hope to increase this 
number considerably. 

In addition to the State Advisory Board which meets with us yearly, we have 
this year appointed three members of the Detroit District Dental Society to attend 
our monthly meetings in Detroit and act in the capacity of an advisory committee. 
This has created a closer affiliation with the Dental Society and their cooperation 
and suggestions have already been invaluable. 

Our group activities have consisted of Monthly Meetings held at the club 
rooms of the Federation of Womens Clubs with which we are not affiliated. A 
speaker of interest and a social time with refreshments served after the meetings 
was an excellent reason for the good attendance. We all attended a class in Red 
Cross First Aid, and some have become instructors and taught several classes. 

In April the Annual State Meeting of the Michigan Dental Hygienists’ As- 
sociation was held at the Statler Hotel in conjunction with the State Dental 


meetings. There were two and a half days of lectures, meetings, and an afternoon 
devoted to some very interesting clinics. 
The outstanding social events of the year were a membership tea and a 
U.S.O. party, given at the Y.W.C.A., which was a huge success. 
GRAcE GoopcHILp, Delegate. 


MINNESOTA 


Many of Minnesota’s graduates are now working at their profession for the 
Armed Forces. Thirty-four, through Civil Service, are with the Army. Three 
are in the Waves, one in the Wacs, and a number of others are contemplating 
joining either of the two aforementioned services. 

The school year at the University of Minnesota has been changed from nine 
months to twelve months to accommodate war-time measures, and as a result we 
now have three classes in Hygiene instead of the two, junior and senior, as for- 
merly, thereby graduating three classes in Hygiene every two years. Despite 
this added number of graduates, the dentists in Minnesota and the surrounding 
states find it hard to procure a hygienist. 

The Senior Class last year, fifty-two in number, was 100% in Junior mem- 
bership, and received the Certificate of Membership as a reward for this splendid 
representation. We are looking forward to having this group join the National 
Association this year. 

A number of the girls are taking courses through extension work or summer 
school, and are working for a Bachelor of- Science or Bachelor of Arts degree. 
The University of Minnesota now gives full credit for two year’s work in Hy- 
giene toward a Bachelor degree, if the remaining ninety credits are taken in 
Senior College. 

Our State Convention is held in February, and is always well attended. We 
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were very proud of the following clinics given by various members of our As- 
sociation: Recall for Prophylaxis, Visual Education, Prophylaxis, Casting Tech- 
nique, Anesthesia for Children, and Why Brush Em? Three school clinics were 
given: One from Rochester, Minnesota; one from Minneapolis, and one from 
St. Paul. 

A banquet held during the Convention had an attendance of sixty. Dr. Lee 
Harker, a staunch supporter of Hygiene, gave a pep talk on the future of Dental 
Hygiene. Dr. Raymond E. Myers, of Louisville, Kentucky, also spoke. 

Minnesota has had a steady growth in membership, and we are very happy 
to report eighty-five members last year, thirty-one of them being new members. 
EvizaBetH Ferm, Delegate. 


NEW YORK 


The year 1942 came to a successful close under the leadership of Mrs. 
Francis A. Stoll, State President, who presided at the 21st Annual Convention 
held in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the State Dental Society in May, 
1942, at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City. 

The three-day meetings was well attended and 174 hygienists among others 
signed the register. The scientific sessions, lectures, essays and table clinics were 
well presented by eminent members of the dental profession. A memorial Service 
was conducted in honor of Arlene Nichols, President-Elect. A resolution was 
passed making Arlene Nichols an Honorary Member (Deceased), of the State 
Association. One formal banquet, two luncheons and a theatre party were among 
other outstanding events. Tl ifty-two new members joined the Association in 
1942. Aside from the regular order of business, the issue of military status was 
taken into consideration. 

The year 1943 concluded with the 22nd Annual Convention held in May, 
1943 at the Onondaga Hotel in Syracuse. Ruth E. Kenney presided. 

Approximately 100 members and numerous other guests were present at the 
gathering tuned to a war-time theme. Many of the 63 new members of 1943 
attended the convention. 

The President’s Conference Luncheon and the Membership Luncheon filled 
rooms to capacity. Due to the exigencies of the times, the formal banquet was 
omitted so that hygienists could be among those present at the Dental Society’s 
President’s Party, held at the same hotel. 

Problems which confront us were widely discussed and the groundwork for 
future plans was laid. The need for recognition and a higher status in military 
service continued to be an important question. Miss Rebekah Fisk, Secretary 
of the A.D.H.A. was guest speaker. Mrs. Virginia Anderson, D. H. at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey and Lt. Col. Roblin, Chief of the Dental Division at Pine Camp 
gave interesting talks and Col. Roblin presented a paper on “Dentistry and the 
Dental Hygienist in War Time”. Dr, Clyde Schuyler, Chairman of the Dental 
Society Military Affairs Committee, explained in detail our position in the Wacs, 
Waves and Civil Service. The Executive Board passed a resolution re-stating our 
desire for military status on an equal plane with other health professions in mili- 
tary service and protesting the fact that the army and navy are training personnel 
to do prophylaxis, in a brief space of time and designating them as dental hy- 
gienists. This resolution was submitted to Dr. Abbey, President of the State 
Dental Society. 

Consideration was given in the form of a protestation to the State Depart- 
ment of Health, Division of Maternity, Infancy and Child Hygiene, concerning 
the circulation of the pamphlet “Facts About Teeth and Their Care”. Five 
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thousand of these pamphlets were mailed to educators throughout the state. No 
mention is made in the booklet of the work of the dental hygienist in preventive 
dentistry. We believe that in a state where dental hygienists are licensed by law 
to perform prophylaxes and to teach dental health education under the State 
Board of Education, that the oversight in the use of such a pamphlet to present 
factual dental health information to the laity, misinformed the public and violated 
our rights because it omitted any mention of the valuable service we render in 
improving public health and welfare. 

During September and October, the officers of the New York State D.H.A. 
cooperated with the Illinois Oral Hygienists Association at the request of the 
latter. We informed Illinois concerning the status of the dental hygienist in New 
York State and made clear the fact that Dr. Tench did not represent in any way 
a fair opinion of the majority of dentists in our State. The New York State 
Dental Society, at our request, wrote a letter, signed by their President, which 
almost succeeded in favorably influencing the Chicago meeting. 

Local meetings are held at regular intervals by all component associations 
within the State and reports of meetings, activities, and scientific articles are pub- 
lished in “The Quarterly” edited by Mrs. Shirley E. Ellis. 

Rutu Kenney, Delegate. 


OHIO 


With almost 50 per cent of our membership in military service, and the 
others so widely scattered over the State, we find it difficult to have very many 
meetings during the year. However the Cleveland hygienists are still having 
their monthly meetings at the homes of the members, where round table discussions 
are held to solve problems, exchange ideas and inspire everyone to work harder 
in her profession. 

For the past two years no State Board examination has been given for the 
hygienist, however, there will be one this year, the announcement, as to the 
time and place appearing in the next issue of the American Dental Hygienists’ 
Journal. 

Our State meeting was in Cincinnati last year, this was an informal dis- 
cussion of the problems of the group as a whole. We also attended a luncheon 
of the Ohio State Dental Society, where the Mayor of Cincinnati, and Dr. Ben 
J. Robinson, president of the American Dental Association were the speakers. 

At the business meeting it was decided to continue with the same officers, as 
of the previous year. Rebeka Nagy, as president and Margaret Cabell, as Sec- 
retary and treasurer. 

ReBeKA Nacy, Delegate. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


We have about 800 registered dental hygienists in the State. Not all however, 
are actively engaged, but the demand for the service of the hygienist is so great 
that many who have been inactive have again taken up their profession. 

There are six active component societies in the State. There are three others 
to be reorganized, I hope, before our next State meeting in May. This next an- 
nual meeting is to be held in the areas of these inactive organizations, so there is 
a great deal to be done, and much progress to be gained in creating interest and 
membership. 

We have a State quarterly magazine. Due to the present financial condition, 
the publication ceased this year. The six component societies are financing a 
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special issue to go to each hygienist registered. This is in the form of a news 
bulletin to arouse interest and support. 

There are about 60 hygienists in the service. This is designated by a State 
Honor Roll. This honor was presented at our annual State meeting by McKesson 
and Robbins. It is to be in the possession of each training school alternately and 
to be exhibited at the State meetings. 


The Dental Division of the State Department of Health has 4 dental hy- 
gienists on its staff. Their title has been changed to dental health educators, it 
being more descriptive of the type of work which they do. One of the dental 
health educators was assigned to the speech clinic at State College where she is 
assisting in developing the program for the rehabilitation of the cleft palate child. 
This is a new feature of the dental division program. The number of children 
examined by our State Department program is 20,539. Number of prophylactic 
treatments given 3,986 and 605 professional visits. 

One of the outstanding steps in the progress of Oral Hygiene in Pennsylvania 
this year was the introduction of the dental hygiene movement in the Pittsburgh 
Public schools. They have on their staff a supervising hygienist and 4 staff 
workers. They have done a wonderful piece of work and we are very proud of 
them. In Philadelphia the dental hygienists are not employed in the city schools, 
but the Philadelphia Mouth Hygiene Association does a great deal for the city 
child. They have 8 city clinics operating full time. They employ 10 hygienists, 
16 dentists, 3 orthodontists, 1 prosthetician. One of the hygienists is a field 
worker and contacts the school nurses throughout the city. This Associaiton has 
given about 50,000 treatments this year; each child is entitled to 5 treatments, 
therefore about 10,000 children have been seen. The dental examining board 
has placed this institution on its accepted list for internship due to the vast ex- 
perience that is gained there. The suburban areas of Philadelphia most all employ 
the dental hygienist in the schools. 

Pennsylvania has two training schools for dental hygienists, both in Phila- 
delphia, namely: Temple University and the University of Pennsylvania. The 
enrollment this year is as follows: University of Pennsylvania 41 students ; Temple 
University 17 students. The two schools have graduated 1,100 students. The 
demand for the service of the dental hygienist is keenly felt in our State, there 
seems to be the same demand in all fields of our work—school, hospitals, health 
centers, industries and private office. The training schools are swamped with 
requests. 

BLaNcHE C. Downie, Delegate. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Our annual meeting was held at the Hotel Stratford, Parkersburg, May 17 
and 18, 1943. 

We voted to print a paper, with news of dental hygienists in the state and 
their professional activities. We elected a membership committee to stimulate 
membership throughout the State. Laura Gwimm was elected Chairman, with 
Sadie Pendall and Alma Donham as her assistants. Betsy Bartlett was appointed 
Associate Editor for the State Dental Journal to keep them informed about the 
activities of the dental hygienists. Our business meeting was followed by a 
luncheon. 


On May 18 the following officers were elected and installed: Roxie Stitzer, 
President ; Betsy Bartlett, Vice President; Opal Ferrell, Secretary-Treasurer. 
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WISCONSIN 


The activities of the Wisconsin Dental Hygienists’ Association have contin- 
ued, in the most part, in their usual order these past two years. Our most diffi- 
cult task has been to carry on in spite of the loss of many of our most active 
members. At the present time we have fourteen girls in government service _ 
which is about 20 per cent of our membership. 

In spite of wartime demands and activities, our state meetings have been 
well planned and well attended. Some of this success must be attributed to the 
Wisconsin Dental Society, for without its continued cooperation and support, 
we would have accomplished little. 

Our 1942 meeting, held in Milwaukee in March of that year, included Miss 
Florence Breen of Miss Brown’s School of Business on “Business Letter Writ- 
ing”; Miss Mary Mikalonis, Selfridge Field, Michigan, who told us about “The 
Dental Hygienist in Government Service”; Miss Althea Smith, Shorewood Psy- 
chologist, who talked on “War Lessons Learned from Experiences with English 
Children,” and Miss Hedwig Poehler, a nutritionist with the Milwaukee Health 
Department, discussed “Fortified with Food.” The social activities included a 
buffet supper followed by cards, as well as our annual luncheon to which we all 
look forward to most anxiously each year. Mr. Phil Grau, a Milwaukee news 
commentator, gave an entertaining and timely address at this luncheon called 
“Smiling Through.” The Wisconsin Dental Society issued a special invitation 
for us to attend a talk by Dr. Harold Hillenbrand on “Things the General Pro- 
fession Are Facing” as well as a symposium on “Your Public Health Program” 
presented by the Public Health and Instruction Committee of the State Dental 
Society. 

Our 1943 meeting, held in Milwaukee in March of this year, opened with a 
general session, followed by an illustrated lecture by Dr. George Morgan, a 
Milwaukee Pedodontist. 

Following Dr. Morgan’s talk, we were surprised and pleased to have Captain 
Raymond C. Wells of the United States Navy stop in at our meeting. After a 
brief address to our group, he was stormed with questions concerning the dental 
hygienist in government service. 

The public health phase of our program was well emphasized by Dr. L. 
Gerlache of the Milwaukee Health Department who spoke on “The Value of 
Dental Health in a School Dental Program.” This was followed by an original 
play presented by a group of fifth grade children entitled “The Teeth Have a 
Convention.” 

Our annual luncheon was well attended by members of our own association, 
some representatives of the dental society and guests. Our luncheon speaker 
was Mrs. Hugh Riorden who has had some memorable experiences in the Rus- 
sian Revolution and Japanese Earthquake. 

We increased the attendance at our business meeting this year by preceding 
it with a Conference Breakfast, inspired, no doubt, by pleasant memories of 
national meetings. It seemed to be a successful venture, enthusiastically re- 
ceived by a majority of our members. 

Our membership this year reached seventy-three plus a 100 per cent Junior 
Membership enrollment. 

Many of our members, as individuals, have contributed to the war effort. 
Our component society, the Milwaukee County Dental Hygienists’ Association 
as an organization had contributed to the Red Cross Blood Bank and surgical 
dressings classes. They have also given freely of their time and effort to the 
orphanages in Milwaukee County to assist them in their projects in dental edu- 
cation. 

BELLE Delegate 
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WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE STATEMENT 


At the annual A.D.H.A. meeting held in Cincinnati, Ohio, October, 1943, 
the following policy was adopted by the House of Delegates. 


STATEMENT OF POLICY 


Following the present emergency it is evident that certain female enlisted 
personnel now in the naval and military forces, trained to do dental prophy laxis, 
may be eligible as veterans for special consideration in the matter of receiving 
licenses to practice as dental hygienists in their respective states. The American 
Dental Hygienists’ Association anticipating this problem recommends that when 
subsidy programs are established for the rehabilitation of war veterans, those who 
have performed practical dental prophylaxis may be sent to recognized training 
schools for registration as dental hygienists. 

Be it resolved that this constitutes the policy of the American Dental Hy- 
gienists’ Association relative to the above-mentioned problem. 

The War Service Committee was instructed to write to various organiza- 
tions and individuals who would be interested and helpful to us in enforcing the 
above-stated policy. One hundred letters were mailed and the response to date 
has been most favorable. There is reason to hope that dental prophylactic oper- 
ators, trained in the naval and military forces who desire to practice dental 
hygiene as a profession after the war, will be eligible under the proposed sub- 
sidized veterans’ rehabilitation program to attend recognized civilian schools of 
dental hygiene to complete their education. 

This Committee at the present time is attempting to gain a measure of 
recognition for the registered graduate dental hygienist employed by the War 
Department. It is hoped that this group of workers will receive a higher Civil 
Service Status than they now hold. 

Should any member know of an occurrence wherein an individual is holding 
a classification of SP-4 or SP-5 as a dental hygienist under Civil Service who 
is not a registered graduate dental hygienist such information with name, classi- 
fication, place of employment and any other pertinent information should be 
sent to the Chairman of this Committee. Such information will be beneficial in 
building up the case of the registered graduate dental hygienist employed by 
the War Department for reclassification to a higher Civil Service status. 

As you probably know, the matter of obtaining commissions for dental hy- 
gienists in the United States Army is a dead issue; however, if at a future date 
a possibility presents itself the matter will be reopened. 

GureEvicH, Chairman War Service Committee 
3314 Mount Pleasant Street, Washington 10, D. C. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 


The twentieth annual meeting of the American Dental Hygienists’ Associa- 
tion will be held in Omaha, Nebraska, October 9 to 11, 1944. Headquarters will 
be at the Hotel Fontenelle. 

A. REBEKAH Fisk, Secretary 

1704 North Troy St., Apt. 824 
Arlington, Virginia 
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THE CONNECTICUT DENTAL COMMISSION 


“The Connecticut Dental Commission will meet in Hartford, Connecticut, June 20, 21, 
22, 23, and 24, 1944, for the examination of applicants for license to practice dentistry and 
dental hygiene and to transact any other business proper to come before it, 


“Applications should be in the hands of the Recorder at least ten days before the _ 
meeting. For application blanks and further information, apply to Clarence G. Brooks, 
D.D.S., Recorder, New London, Connecticut.” 


x * 


OHIO STATE DENTAL BOARD 


The Practical examination of the Ohio State Dental Board for Dental 
Hygienists will be held on Tuesday, September 26, 1944 at Ohio State Univer- 
sity College of Dentistry, Columbus, Ohio, beginning at 9:00 A.M. The Theory 
examination will be held in Columbus, Ohio, September 28, 29 and 30, 1944 
beginning at 8:30 A.M., and ending Saturday noon. All applications for this 
examination must be in the hands of the Secretary not later than September 14, 
1944, and positively no application will be accepted after that date. For further 
information apply to: 

D. Lowry, D.D.S., Secretary 
79 E. State Street, Columbus, Ohio. 


* 


THIS ARMY DENTAL HYGIENIST HAS TRAVELED! 


An informal note from Barbara Greene of Massachusetts tells of her ex- 
periences as Dental Hygienist with the United States Army. I’ll quote from her 
note: “After twenty-seven months as a Dental Hygienist in army camps, I am 
still enjoying the work very much. I spent one year in an infantry camp where 
I lived right on the post. There I worked in a large field dental clinic. My 
duties consisted of prophylaxis and scaling of periodontoclasia cases. This was 
in Camp Shelby in Mississippi. My next assignment was in the Air Corps at 
the large hospital at Atlantic City, New Jersey. Here my duties were more 
varied, including visits to the wards where treatment was given all bed patients 
with oral cavity infections. This was a very grand assignment with my dental 
chair looking out over the famous Boardwalk. 


“From here I was transferred to Greensboro, N. C., to the Hospital Dental 
Clinic at Basic Training Center. Here my work was about the same as at Camp 
Shelby. This clinic was a D.C. #2 which is a fifteen chair clinic. The two 
previous assignments were in D.C. #1 which have twenty-five chairs. 


“Now I am at Denver, Colorado. Here I do prophylactic treatments only. 
The view here is the runway, and the Rockies from another window. 


“There are, of course, disagreeable things to take along with the pleasant. 
So many of the dentists have to be educated to appreciate our work. The en- 
listed army personnel are at times difficult too, but there is really a great deal 
of satisfaction at the end of a long day, to know you have checked off in the 
book ten or a dozen clean mouths for very thankful soldiers.” 
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POET PRAISES PRESIDENT — PATIENT PATIENT PRAISED! 


I have had as a patient a gentleman who is a poet and scholar of considerable 
reputation. He has arrived at the advanced age of 91 years. Twenty-one of 
these years, I have been privileged to care for his teeth, and he still has practi- 
cally all of them. When in my office recently, he was thanking me for helping 
him to preserve them for so many years in such excellent condition, 1 suggested 
that I really felt I rated a poem of some kind. The following is the result: 


GOOD ADVICE 


“How many teeth make a mouthful? 
just two- 

And-thirty’s the number. How many 
have you?” 


‘Tis a delicate question—a 
mouthful maybe 

Or, if you're less lucky, perhaps 
two or three. 


But whether the answer’s ‘a mouth- 
ful” or not 

Consult Mrs. Kendrick and keep 
what you’ve got. 

She’s a wizard, she’ll lay each 
infirmity bare; 

She’s a charmer, you'll sit as a 
chum in her chair; 

She’ll make every nibbler a pearl 
for your smile, 

With her own she'll turn twinges to 
trifles the while; 

And when her task’s done, if a tooth 
needs repair, 

Doctor Allen will take you to chum 
in his chair. 

*Tis as easy as winking, with two 
such as they; 

Content with them both you'll depart 
and you'll say, 

As their lady attendant’s bright smile 
you dismisses, 

“They’re ‘Tops,’ and too good for such 
doggerel as this is.” 


Having a fondness for rhyme myself, I replied with this one. (I do not 
profess to be a poet, but it pleased Mr. Whitmore tremendously.) 
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To a Patient Patient 


We liked your little verses 
Be they doggerel or no 
To bé so well remembered 
Gave us all a glow! 


We all enjoy our patients 
And welcome every one 
We try for “Tops” in Dental Health 
‘Til each day’s work is done. 


Our greetings to the Whitmores 
May we care for them more years 
And keep their ivories sparkling 
With NO ACHES—NO BREAKS—NO TEARS! 


BOOK REVIEWS 


DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS UNDER CLINICAL CONDITIONS 
By Dorothy Fahs Beck, Assisted by Mary Frost Jessup 


This is a very interesting and comprehensive study and analvsis of the cost and pro- 
fessional time required for adequate clinical treatment of adults. This research was carried 
on under the auspices of the Socio-economics Committee of the American College of 
Dentists, under the Chairmanship of Dr. Charles E. Rudolph. 

The statistical data was obtained from the records of Dental Health Service, Inc., a 
pay clinic in New York City. This clinic receives no funds collected either as taxes or 
insurance premiums, but is supported by the service fees from the patients. Comparisons 
are made with the varios insurance plans. 

The work would be of inestimable value to any community planning a dental health clinic. 


A new book, incorporating much of the material previously published by the author is 
Kurt H. Thoma’s Oral Pathology (C. V. Mosby Co., 1284 pp., 1370 illustrations, $15). It is 
divided into 12 sections the first of which (an innovation) presents 125 pages on experi- 
mental oral pathology and the use of animal material in clearing up many perplexing dental 
problems. Useful as a text for the graduate student, it should also prove helpful to 
undergraduates. 


20th ANNUAL MEETING 
October 9-11, 1944 
Hotel Fontenelle, Omaha, Nebraska 
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SELECTED ABSTRACTS* 


Vincent’s Infection—Neuman. J.A.D.A. 10. 13-15. Jan. 1944. The author observes 
that Vincent’s infection becomes more prevalent during wartime. Treatment to be brief 
and successful should be started in the early acute stages. Diagnosis is based on red, 
inflamed gingiva, exudate, soreness and odor. Local symptoms include fetor, necrotic 
gingivitis, ulceration, oral sepsis and mucous patches; young adults are most susceptible. 

Treatment consists of scaling, polishing and topical application of such drugs as neoars- 
phenamin, oxidizing agents, metaphen, etc. 

An outline of procedure is presented which includes irrigating application of metaphen, 
use of a prescription containing ipecac, glycerin, an arsenid and hydrogen peroxide, through 
scaling and weekly prophylaxis. 


I. MANDEL 


Practical Fluorine Therapy in Dental Caries Control—Brunson. J.A.D.A. 31. 71-76. 
Jan. 1944. The impractibility of adding fluorine to drinking water as dental caries therapy 
is pointed out. In its place, the author suggests powdered bone prepared in various ways 
as a more natural, more practical therapy. Such a preparation would supply not only 
fluorine (300 parts 1 million), but calcium and phosphorus as well in a proper dietary ratio. 
Several examples of primitive peoples using such material as focd, with resultant skeletal 
and tooth health, are given. 


I. MANDEL 


Notes on Ulcerative Gingivitis in Man—Pincus, P. British Dent. Jnl. 75. 309-312. 
Dec. 1943. Microscopic study showed that near the site of lesion of acute ulcerative gingivitis 
(midway between the attachment of the tooth to the gum and the tip of the papillae) the 
epithelium is thinned out. The absence of a typical inflammatory reaction of the exposed 
connective tissue was striking, and neither edema nor inclusion bodies were seen. The 
growth of epithelium as evidenced by cell division appeared normal. 


Tingling and prickling sensation in the gums has been noticed at the onset of acute 
ulcerative gingivitis. Local treatment with chronic acid, scaling, and administration of yeast 
or mannite may suffice to clear up the condition at this stage. 


On the whole, the evidence presented appeared to favor an etiology of infection rather 
than one of a nutritional nature. 


E. GETTEGNO 


Early Extraction of the First Permanent Molars As the Best Method of Preserving the 
Dentition as a Whole—Wilkinson, A. A. Dental Record. 64. 1. 1-7. Jan. 1944. Wilkinson 
states that in 99% of Anglo-Saxon mouths there is overcrowding. Results of overcrowding 
are: 


1. Irregularity of teeth with resulting malocclusion 
2. Caries—especially intraproximal caries 
3. Conditions conductive to gingivitis 


Furthermore, he has found that: (a) Even if by orthodontic measures the malocclusion 
could be corrected, third molars might wreck the results. (b) No orthodontic case can be 
considered successful till third molars are in occlusion. (c) Practically no patients treated 
in this manner are caries-free. 


He advocates the early removal (before 9 years of age) of all first permanent molars 
except in a few special cases. This procedure has given him extraordinary results: (1) more 
ee way and lasting good occlusion and (2) results in caries-free dentition in at least 70% 
of the cases. 


H. P. OstreEIcHER 


* Reprinted from The Dental Abstracts Society, Columbia University, February 25, 1944. 
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Forsyth 
Dental Infirmary 
for Children 


The Fenway, Boston, Mass 


FORSYTH 
TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
DENTAL HYGIENISTS 


Training for Public Health Work, 
School Clinics and Private Practice. 
Eleven Months’ Course — Septem- 
ber to July, inclusive. 


Director: 


PERCY R. HOWE, A.B., D.D.S. 


TWO 
OUTSTANDING COURSES 
in the 


DENTAL FIELD 


In addition to the course preparing the student for 
the practice of modern dentistry, and leading to the 
degree of D.D.S., the University also offers two 
courses in ORAL HYGIENE. 

One course, covering a year's work, provides 
training in this new professional field for young 
women who have finished high school, and leads 
to a Certificate in Oral Hygiene. 

A four-year course in Oral Hygiene, also offered 
by the University, leads to a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Education, with a Certificate in Oral 
Hygiene. Credit for advanced standing in Dental 
Hygiene, based upon completion of the University's 
requirements, will be allowed graduates of recog: 
nized Dental Hygiene training schools. 


ORAL HYGIENE DEPARTMENT 


Temple University Dental School 
Philadelphia Dental School 


Gerald D. Timmons, Ph.G., D.D.S., F.A.C.D. 


NOTICE 


MEMBERS A.D.H.A. 


If your dues are not received by the 
A.D.H.A. Treasurer before June lst— 
You will not receive your July Journal. 


Pay Your Dues at Once! 


ELIZABETH FERM, Treasurer 
4135 Emerson Ave., North 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Never in dental history has there been a time 
when the competent Dental Hygienist was 
more important to dentists than at present, 
when so much is expected of our civilian den- 
tists during these war times. 


Our company is planning the production of 
dental equipment and materials to help in 
every way possible to relieve the profession of 
unnecessary mechanical interference and trou- 
bles, and the modern Weber line embodies 
engineering improvements to assist the dentist 
in the conservation of time and energy. 


Mor-son Sterilizer Cleaning Compound, Cle- 
Po-Wax Polish and "'I-Can-Take-It Club" ma- 
terial are being used in an ever increasing 
number of dental offices where efficiency, 
sanitation and cleanliness is indispensible. 


Weber equipment and appliances are sold 
and recommended by outstanding dental deal- 
ers everywhere. 


THE WEBER DENTAL MFG. COMPANY 


For 45 Years Manufacturers of 
Fine Dental Equipment 


Crystal Park - Canton, Ohio 


AN ESSENTIAL ITEM 


Even the government recognizes the fact that the Tooth 
Brush must be so designated. Try a Dr. Butler Brush 
to prove to yourself that you have at last found the 
“Ideal Cleansing and Stimulating Agent.” It pays to 


use the Butler. You will be pleased. 


JOHN O. BUTLER COMPANY 


Distributor of the Dr. Butler Tooth Brush 


7600 Cottage Grove Avenue 


Chicago, Illinois 
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Because of its blandness—purity 
and longer lasting effectiveness 
—CO-RE-GA is best for your 
prosthetic patients. 


r CO-RE-GA is not advertised to the public. 


COREGA CHEMICAL COMPANY 
208 St. Clair Ave., N.W. Cleveland 13, Ohio - 


TURN 
FRANK 
THE PERFECT ADHESIVE FOR DENTURES = 
ayy 
ry, 
“ 
pentist§ SA yse 
FREE est — (Please 


